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UD PROFESSOR OF HISTORY SAYS MONICA/MISSILE WEEK
DISTORTED RY MAINSTREAM MEDIA OBSESSION
STRIKE NOT 'OUT OF BLUE': If the mainstream media weren't so obsessed with
"selling newspapers and increasing ratings," last week's U.S. airstrike of alleged terrorist
installations would haven't caught so many Americans by surprise, says a University of Dayton
assistant professor of history.
"The U.S. has long had an incredible ability to ignore what's going on in the rest of the
world," says Una Cadegan, who teaches a class in social and cultural history. "Events like the
raid on Sudan and Afghanistan always appear to come out of the blue- but they never do.
There is always a history and a context to them." The problems that led the administration to
consider a raid as a viable and appropriate reaction, Cadegan says, have been in place for
many years.
These kinds of events appear to make little sense at first to Americans, Cadegan
explains, because the media refuses to cover such issues. "I'm tired of the media blaming their
focus on unimportant issues on the attention span of the American public. I think the American
public's attention span is just fine. The distortion of news has more to do with the media's
decisions on what they think will sell newspapers and increase ratings. There are all kinds of
excuses for ignoring what goes on in the rest of the world, but it is a luxury we can no longer
afford."
TOO MUCH PRESIDENTIAL POWER?: Aside from the media's refusal to edify
Americans on events "outside the beltway," Cadegan is alarmed by the apparent and growing
autonomy given to one person to order a war-like incident. "We've gotten to the point where
we've ceded the power to wage war to the president, and this isn't constitutionally where it
belongs."
In the post-Cold War era, if warfare is going to be "this kind of intermittent, localized
strike against terrorists," Cadegan says, "then we need to ret1ect very carefully about where
that power should lie."
For media interviews, contact Una Cadegan at (937) 229-3468 or via e-mail at
cadegan@checkov .hm.udayton.edu.
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